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jOME of the moralists may 
' say what they will of the 
decadence of the time, and 
mourn over the degenerate 
taste of the day in literature, 
but the simple fact that men 
yet love the quiet humor of old Izaak Walton's 
" Compleat Angler,*' and that fresh editions 
are still demanded, refutes the slander of the 
pessimist. 

A new edition that appeals to the book 
lover is that of the London publisher, John 
Lane, of "The Bodley Head," Vigo Street. 
It is suited to the times, being modest in 
price; quiet in its outward guise, being in gray 
paper covers, the upper one with a quaint 
woodcut for ornament; convenient to handle, 
being in parts, and has illustrations by Edmund 
H. New, of scenery and bits of architecture 
of the neighborhood (of Waltham where this 
famous history of angling was written). 

It is the quaintness of diction of "quaint 
old Walton's" prose, even more than the 
delightflil poems that now and again break into 
the grave discussions as to the best way to 
catch and dress a fish, that charms the reader, 
as when discoursing of the trout the author 
observes: " Sir George Hastings (an excellent 
angler and now with God) hath told me he 
thought trout bit not from hunger but wanton- 
ness;' ' and Walton declares it to be his opinion 
that some fish have no mouths, 
but are nourished by the porous- 
ness of their gills, man knows 
not how; and this may be 
believed if we consider that the 
raven, when she hath hatched 
her eggs, takes no further care, 
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"but leaves her young 
ones to the God of 
nature — and they 
are kept alive and 
' fed by dew, or 
worms that breed in 
the nests or some 
other way that we 
mortals know not. 
Truly Walton be- 
lieved in the mys- 
teries of nature. 

He talks so gent- 
ly of baiting hooks 
and catching fish 
that one almost feels 
as if fish and fisher felt a mutual pleasure. 
The songs that Mandlin and Caridon sing 
to the angling friends are of the choicest. 
Here may one find the ballad of the Passionate 
Shepherd, and the reply with many a quaint 
bit of moralizing as introduction and comment. 
An interesting announcement just made is 
to the effect that John Lane is about to estab- 
lish "The Bodley Head" in America, the 
point selected being Fifth Ave., New York. 
Among the books to be brought out this 
fall in this country, Mr. Lane will include 
the eleventh volume of "The Yellow Book," 
"The Compleat Angler of Walton and 
Cotton," illustrated by Edmund H. New; 
"The Child World," by Gabriel Setoun, 
and "Make Believe," by H. D. Loury, 
both volumes illustrated by Charles Robin- 
son; "New Ballads," by John Davidson; 
"The Quest of the Golden Girl," by 
Richard le Gallienne, with a cover design by 
Will Bradley, and the new volume of Alice 
Meynell's essays, entitled "The Children," 
which will have cover, title-page and initials 
by Will Bradley, and will also be the first 
book printed by Will Bradley, at the Way- 
side Press. This collection of essays will be 
welcome to the many that have read with 
much pleasure the former volume, "The 
Color of Life." Mrs. Meynell has a rare gift 
which she does not abuse by over production. 
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